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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wu (6,709,617) in view of Hellberg (6,440,345). Wu discloses or suggests the basic 
claimed method of providing a prosthetic socket (column 1, line 21) for a residual limb 
that extends distally from a joint including (1 ) positioning the residual limb, (2) applying 
moldable means over at least a portion of the residual limb and joint, (3) permitting the 
moldable means to set to form a negative mold of at least a portion of the residual limb 
and joint, and (4) removing the mold from the residual limb and joint. Wu appear to 
illustrate the positioning of the residual limb in a substantially positively flexed manner 
but appear also not to explicitly teach such positioning. But Hellberg, at column 4, lines 
1-7, explicitly teach such flexed positioning of a stump when forming a sleeve or socket 
for the stump. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate the manner of positioning taught by Hellberg into the method of Wu in order 
to avoid unwanted folds, as taught by Hellberg at column 4, lines 1-7. 

Wu suggests shaping the mold for a permitted range of motion, as in claim 2, and 
the formation of a positive model (column 7, line 65), as in claims 3 and 8, as well as 
constructing the socket over the positive mold, as in claims 4 and 9. Wu at least 
suggests the reducing a building up of claims 5 and 10, by alluding to modifications, at 
column 1 , line 1 7. Wu teaches or suggests the use of a sock or liner, as in claims 1 1 - 



Application/Control Number: 10/783,232 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1732 

15, for example at column 6, line 48 and the adaptation of the mold, as in claims 16 and 
17. Wu also teaches or suggests the repositioning of the mold and forming a cast, as in 
claims 6 and 7. 

3.Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allan Kuhns whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1202. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 7:00 to 
5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Colaianni, can be reached on (571) 272-1196. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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